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SECTION 5

TEST Il SAMPLE CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENTS

This section of the Georgia Assessments for the Certification of Educators® (GACE™) Preparation Guide is
designed to assist you in responding to the constructed-response assignments on the test. Included in this
section are:

) 2 Constructed-response assignment directions

»> Sample constructed-response assignments

) 2 Assignment response sheets

» An example of a strong response to each sample assignment

) 2 Scoring criteria that will be used in evaluating your response to each assignment

For each sample assignment, you may want to take the following steps to prepare for the test:

Review the constructed-response assignment directions.
Print the assignment and the assignment response sheet.

Use scrap paper to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your response.

Use the assignment response sheet to record your response. The assighment response sheet
reflects the amount of space available on an actual test.

After you complete the assignment, review the sample strong response, your response, and the
scoring criteria.

HEHEE
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS

A sample of the directions for the constructed-response assignments is shown in the box below.

CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS

For each constructed-response assignment in this section, you are to prepare a written response of up to one
page and record it in the area provided on the appropriate Assignment Response Sheet in your answer
document. Y ou will write your response in the target language.

Read each assignment carefully before you begin to write. Think about how you will organize what you plan to
write. You may use any blank space provided in this test booklet following each assignment to make notes,
write an outline, or otherwise prepare your response. However, each of your final responses must be written
on the appropriate Assignment Response Sheet in your answer document.

Y our responses will be evaluated based on the following criteria

e Purpose: The extent to which the response fulfills the purpose of the assignment and is appropriate for the
intended audience

» Development: The extent to which the response is elaborated using specific, relevant supporting detail

* Coherence: The extent to which the response communicates meaning through ideas that are organized and
clearly expressed

* Grammar, Syntax, and Mechanics: The extent to which the response demonstrates control of
grammatical forms and syntax, spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation

» Vocabulary: The extent to which the response demonstrates command of vocabulary and idiomatic
expressions

Evaluation of each response will be based on the criteria above. Y our responses must be communicated clearly
enough to permit avalid judgment of your knowledge and skills. Y our responses should be written for an
audience of educatorsin the field.

Y our responses should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from
some other work. Please write legibly. You may not use any reference materials during the test. Remember to
review your work and make any changes you think will improve your responses.

The selected-response section of the answer document containing your name will be removed from your written
responses to maintain your anonymity during the scoring process. Do not write your name on any other portion
of the answer document, and do not separate any of the sheets from the document.

Please turn the page and begin the constructed-response assignment section of the test.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT ONE

m Sample Constructed-Response Assignment One

Complete the assignment that follows.

Imagine that you have received an e-mail from afriend in a German-speaking country who is ateacher. Your
friend is collecting stories from around the world to share with his students, and has asked you to describe a
memorabl e experience you have had while in school. Writing in German, respond to your friend. Inyour
response, you may wish to include, but are not limited to, the following topics:

» adescription of the experience; and

» reasons why this experience was so memorable.
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m Assignment Response Sheet for Sample Constructed-Response Assignment One

END OF ASSIGNMENT
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m Strong Response to Sample Constructed-Response Assignment One

Lieber Hans,

Vielen Dank fiir deine E-Mail. Deine Anfrage nach einer beeindruckenden Schulerfahrung, die du
deinen Schiilern erzdhlen kannst, finde ich sehr interessant. Wie du weiflt, ist mein Vater im
Krieg umgekommen, und meine Mutter hat einen amerikanischen Soldaten geheiratet. Er ist
nach El Paso in Texas versetzt worden. Ich bin also durch meine Eltern als Zehnjdhrige von
Deutschland in die USA ausgewandert. Ich war im fiinften Schuljahr, mein Bruder im sechsten.
Wir konnten beide fast kein Wort Englisch. Meiner Mutter war es gar nicht recht, dass wir
sofort nach unserer Ankunft in die Schule sollten. Sie war besorgt, weil alles so fremd fiir uns
Kinder war. Sie hat sehr geweint, als mein Stiefvater uns beide in der Schule in El Paso

angemeldet hat.

Der Direktor und die Lehrerinnen waren sehr nett und geduldig. Es war doch alles fremd - die
Sprache, neuer Sport (Baseball), der lange Tag, und die komischen Schreibtische. Ich denke oft
mit Nostalgie an diese Zeit zuriick, wie wir den Sprung iiber den grofen Teich unternommen
haben, und deswegen hat sich unser ganzes Leben verdndert. Die Lehrerinnen in El Paso haben

uns mit offenen Armen aufgenommen. Wegen ihnen bin ich selbst auch Lehrerin geworden.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT TWO

m Sample Constructed-Response Assighment Two

Complete the assignment that follows.

Imagine that a proposal has been made to extend the school day by two hours. Writing in German for an audience
of educated adults, take a position for or against this proposal. In your response, you may wish to include, but are
not limited to, the following topics.

» advantages and disadvantages of the proposal; and

e anexplanation of why you support or oppose the proposal.
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m Assignment Response Sheet for Sample Constructed-Response Assignment Two

END OF ASSIGNMENT
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m Strong Response to Sample Constructed-Response Assighment Two

Meine Damen und Herrenl

Vielen Dank fiir die Gelegenheit, in ihrem Stadtverein zu sprechen. In diesem Schulbezirk
versuchen die Direktoren und LehrerInnen immer das Schulprogramm zu verbessern.
Bedingungen wie Klassengrofle, zutreffende Materialien und gut ausgebildete LehrerInnen sind
sehr wichtig, um den Erfolg fiir die SchiilerInnen zu garantieren. Im Moment fiigen einige
Direktoren dieser Liste einen ldngeren Schultag hinzu. Es gibt natiirlich Griinde einen ldngeren
Schultag zu unterstiitzen. Zwei zusdtzliche Schulstunden am Tag wiirden es maoglich machen
unser Lehrangebot zu erweitern, Nachhilfestunden anzubieten oder mehr Sporttraining mit
einzuplannen. AuBerdem wdre ein lingeres Mittagessen oder eine Pause eine Maglichkeit.
Andererseits miissen die SchiilerInnen jetzt schon acht Stunden jeden Tag in der Schule sein.
Mit einem Zehnstunden-Schultag wdre es wahrscheinlich, dass SchiilerInnen vor Sonnenaufgang
und nach Sonnenuntergang im Schulbus sitzen miissten. Auch wdre es zu erschopfend, so viele
Stunden in der Klasse zu verbringen. Meiner Meinung nach wdre es besser, sich auf Qualitdt in
den Klassen zu konzentrieren und nicht einen langeren Schultag einzufiihren. Hoffentlich

werden Sie gleicher Meinung sein.
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CRITERIA FOR SCORING YOUR RESPONSE

Each response will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

The extent to which the response fulfills the purpose of the assignment and is

PURPOSE appropriate for the intended audience
DEVELOPMENT The extent to which the response is elaborated using specific, relevant supporting detail
COHERENCE The extent to which the response communicates meaning through ideas that are

organized and clearly expressed

GRAMMAR, SYNTAX, The extent to which the response demonstrates control of grammatical forms and
AND MECHANICS syntax, spelling, diacritical marks, and punctuation

The extent to which the response demonstrates command of vocabulary and idiomatic
expressions

VOCABULARY
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Each response is rated on a three-point scale. The three score points of the score scale correspond to
varying degrees of performance that are related to the criteria on the previous page.

Score

Description

The "3" response reflects thorough understanding and strong command of written performance as defined in
relevant GACE framework objectives.

The response fully achieves the purpose of the assignment and is appropriate for the intended audience.
The response is fully developed, providing specific, relevant details.

The response effectively communicates meaning through ideas that are clearly expressed and well
organized.

The response demonstrates thorough control of grammar and syntax, including mechanics, with only
minor errors that do not interrupt communication.

Vocabulary reflects broad command of the language and appropriate use of idiomatic expressions.

The "2" response reflects general understanding and command of written performance as defined in relevant
GACE framework objectives.

The response generally achieves the purpose of the assignment and is generally appropriate for the
intended audience.

The response is generally developed, with some elaboration of relevant, specific points.
The response communicates meaning through ideas that are generally clear and organized.

The response generally demonstrates control of grammar and syntax, including mechanics. Some errors
may cause minor interruptions in communication.

Vocabulary reflects general command of the language and generally appropriate use of idiomatic
expressions. Minor errors do not impede communication.

The "I" response reflects limited or no understanding or command of written performance as defined in
relevant GACE framework objectives.

The response fails to achieve the purpose of the assignment and is inappropriate for the intended
audience.

Development is limited, lacking supporting details, or irrelevant.
Ideas are unclear and disorganized, resulting in limited or no communication of meaning.

The response demonstrates limited control of basic elements of grammar and syntax, including
mechanics. Frequent errors impede communication.

Vocabulary is limited, simple, and inadequate. Word usage errors and misformations impede
communication.

Please note: A response that is unrelated to the assigned topic, illegible, not primarily in the target language,
or lacking a sufficient amount of original work to score will be considered unscorable. If there is no
response to the assignment, then the response will be considered blank.
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