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SECTION 5

TEST Il SAMPLE CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENTS

This section of the Georgia Assessments for the Certification of Educators® (GACE™) Preparation Guide is
designed to assist you in responding to the constructed-response assignments on the test. Included in this
section are:

) 2 Constructed-response assignment directions

»> Sample constructed-response assignments

) 2 Assignment response sheets

» An example of a strong response to each sample assignment

) 2 Scoring criteria that will be used in evaluating your response to each assignment

For each sample assignment, you may want to take the following steps to prepare for the test:

Review the constructed-response assignment directions.
Print the assignment and the assignment response sheet.

Use scrap paper to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your response.

Use the assignment response sheet to record your response. The assighment response sheet
reflects the amount of space available on an actual test.

After you complete the assignment, review the sample strong response, your response, and the
scoring criteria.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS

A sample of the directions for the constructed-response assignments is shown in the box below.

CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS

For each constructed-response assignment in this section, you are to prepare a written response of up to one
page and record it in the area provided on the appropriate Assignment Response Sheet in your answer
document.

Read each assignment carefully before you begin to write. Think about how you will organize what you plan to
write. You may use any blank space provided in this test booklet following each assignment to make notes,
write an outline, or otherwise prepare your response. However, each of your final responses must be written
on the appropriate Assignment Response Sheet in your answer document.

Y our responses will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

e Purpose: The extent to which the response fulfills the purpose of the assignment in relation to relevant
GACE framework objectives

* Application of Content Knowledge and Skills: The extent to which the response accurately and
effectively applies content knowledge and skillsin relation to relevant GACE framework objectives

» Supporting Evidence: The extent to which the response includes appropriate, specific supporting evidence
of content knowledge and skillsin relation to relevant GACE framework objectives

Evaluation of each response will be based on the criteria above, not on your writing ability. However, your
response must be communicated clearly enough to permit avalid judgment of your knowledge and skills. Your
responses should be written for an audience of educatorsin the field.

Y our responses should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from
some other work. Please write legibly. You may not use any reference materials during the test. Remember to
review your work and make any changes you think will improve your responses.

The selected-response section of the answer document containing your name will be removed from your written
responses to maintain your anonymity during the scoring process. Do not write your name on any other portion
of the answer document, and do not separate any of the sheets from the document.

Please turn the page and begin the constructed-response assignment section of the test.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT ONE

m Sample Constructed-Response Assignment One

Usetheinformation below to complete the assignment that follows.
Susan B. Anthony was an important individua in U.S. history.
» Describe the historical context in which Anthony first emerged as an influential figure; and

» explain one significant way in which Anthony influenced the struggle for women's rightsin the United States.
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m Assignment Response Sheet for Sample Constructed-Response Assignment One

END OF ASSIGNMENT
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m Strong Response to Sample Constructed-Response Assignment One

Suson B. Anthony first emerged as an influentiol figure during the women
suffroge compaigns of the period following the Civil Wor. At the time, mony women
were ongry that women hod not been included in the Fifteenth Amendment, which
guaranteed the voting rights of African Americoms. Tn response, they created local,
state, and national orgonizotions dedicated to obtaining the vote for women.

As o leader of the women suffrage movement, Avx+ho»r\v was on effective
orgonizer who traveled the country speaking on behalf of women's voting rights.

Her efforts helped secure the enactment of a number of state laws that gave the
vote to women. Even more importontly, her unyielding belief in a wormon's right

to participate in the political process inspired a later generation of suffrogists
Arthough she did not live 1o see the ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment, its

passage owed much 10 her courageous example.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT TWO

m Sample Constructed-Response Assighment Two

Usetheinformation below to complete the assignment that follows.

The civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s was one of the most significant developmentsin recent U.S.
history.

* ldentify one major achievement of the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s; and

» explain how the achievement you have identified helped shape U.S. society.
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m Assignment Response Sheet for Sample Constructed-Response Assignment Two

END OF ASSIGNMENT
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m Strong Response to Sample Constructed-Response Assignment Two

One major achievement of the civil rights movement was the passoge of the
Voting Rights Act of i9es. Although the Fifteenth Amendment had guaranteed
voting rights 1o African Americans, most areas of the South hod by the end of the
nmeteenth century created vorious wons 10 limit those rights. The Voting Righ+s
Act gove new life to the democratic promise of the Fifteenth Amendment.

The passage of the Voting Rignts Act hod a maijor effect on US. political life,
porticularly in the South. After +he law's enactment, mony white politicions in the
region obandoned the openly rocist appeals of on eorlier era as they ottempted to
obtain support from Africom-American voters. At the same time, the number of
Africon-Americon officeholders grodually increased.  Todow, politicions in every port
of the country must be aware of ond address the concerns of their Africon-
Americon constituents. This was not the case iPrv yeors 09, ond the Voting Rights

Act is o MAOr rEAsoN for the change.
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CRITERIA FOR SCORING YOUR RESPONSE

Each response will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

PURPOSE

The extent to which the response fulfills the purpose of the assignment in
relation to relevant GACE framework objectives

APPLICATION OF CONTENT The extent to which the response accurately and effectively applies content
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS knowledge and skills in relation to relevant GACE framework objectives

The extent to which the response includes appropriate, specific supporting

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE evidence of content knowledge and skills in relation to relevant GACE

framework objectives

Each response is rated on a three-point scale. The three score points of the score scale correspond to
varying degrees of performance that are related to the above criteria.

Score

Description

The "3" response reflects thorough understanding of relevant content knowledge and skills as defined in relevant
GACE framework objectives.

* The response fully achieves the purpose of the assignment.
* The response demonstrates an accurate and effective application of relevant content knowledge and skills.
* The response provides appropriate, specific supporting evidence of relevant content knowledge and skills.

The "2" response reflects general understanding of relevant content knowledge and skills as defined in relevant
GACE framework objectives.

* The response largely achieves the purpose of the assignment.

* The response demonstrates a generally accurate, generally effective application of relevant content knowledge

and skills.

The response provides some appropriate and general supporting evidence of relevant content knowledge and
skills.

The "I" response reflects limited or no understanding of relevant content knowledge and skills as defined in
relevant GACE framework objectives.

* The response partially achieves or fails to achieve the purpose of the assignment.

* The response demonstrates limited, inaccurate, and/or ineffective application of relevant content knowledge
and skills.

The response provides limited or no appropriate, specific supporting evidence of relevant content knowledge
and skills.

Please note: A response that is unrelated to the assigned topic, illegible, not primarily in the target language,
or lacking a sufficient amount of original work to score will be considered unscorable. If there is no
response to the assignment, then the response will be considered blank.
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