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SECTION 3

TEST | SAMPLE CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENTS

This section of the Georgia Assessments for the Certification of Educators® (GACE™) Preparation Guide is
designed to assist you in responding to the constructed-response assignments on the test. Included in this
section are:

) 2 Constructed-response assignment directions

»> Sample constructed-response assignments

) 2 Assignment response sheets

» An example of a strong response to each sample assignment

) 2 Scoring criteria that will be used in evaluating your response to each assignment

For each sample assignment, you may want to take the following steps to prepare for the test:

Review the constructed-response assignment directions.
Print the assignment and the assignment response sheet.

Use scrap paper to make notes, write an outline, or otherwise prepare your response.

Use the assignment response sheet to record your response. The assighment response sheet
reflects the amount of space available on an actual test.

After you complete the assignment, review the sample strong response, your response, and the
scoring criteria.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS

A sample of the directions for the constructed-response assignments is shown in the box below.

CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT DIRECTIONS

For each constructed-response assignment in this section, you are to prepare a written response of up to one
page and record it in the area provided on the appropriate Assignment Response Sheet in your answer
document.

Read each assignment carefully before you begin to write. Think about how you will organize what you plan to
write. You may use any blank space provided in this test booklet following each assignment to make notes,
write an outline, or otherwise prepare your response. However, each of your final responses must be written
on the appropriate Assignment Response Sheet in your answer document.

Y our responses will be evaluated based on the following criteria:

e Purpose: The extent to which the response fulfills the purpose of the assignment in relation to relevant
GACE framework objectives

» Application of Content Knowledge and Skills. The extent to which the response accurately and
effectively applies content knowledge and skills in relation to relevant GACE framework objectives

» Supporting Evidence: The extent to which the response includes appropriate, specific supporting evidence
of content knowledge and skillsin relation to relevant GACE framework objectives

Evaluation of each response will be based on the criteria above, not on your writing ability. However, your
response must be communicated clearly enough to permit avalid judgment of your knowledge and skills. Your
responses should be written for an audience of educatorsin the field.

Y our responses should be your original work, written in your own words, and not copied or paraphrased from
some other work. Please write legibly. You may not use any reference materials during the test. Remember to
review your work and make any changes you think will improve your responses.

The selected-response section of the answer document containing your name will be removed from your written
responses to maintain your anonymity during the scoring process. Do not write your name on any other portion
of the answer document, and do not separate any of the sheets from the document.

Please turn the page and begin the constructed-response assignment section of the test.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT ONE

m Sample Constructed-Response Assignment One

Usetheinformation below to complete the assignment that follows.

Beginning around 1000 C.E., Muslim traders and warriors extended |slamic influence throughout
sub-Saharan Africa as far south as the modern state of Zimbabwe.

Explain two ways in which the spread of Islam influenced the devel opment of African civilizations.
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m Assignment Response Sheet for Sample Constructed-Response Assignment One

END OF ASSIGNMENT
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m Strong Response to Sample Constructed-Response Assignment One

The spread of Lsloam into sub-Saharon Africa influenced the development of
Africon civilizotion in several woys. The most importont nfluence was the
introduction of new religious proctices that stressed the importance of community
among believers. Another significont feature of Lslam was the principle of religious
equality. There were no priests and everyone who worshipped Alloh and followed
Muslim rules concerning proper conduct could achieve salvation.

The spread of Lslam also influenced the development of Africon cities. This was
particulorly so in the East Africon areas where Lslamic merchonts estoblisned
troding operations thot linked Africa to the Middie East, Trndia, ond other parts of
Asio. As these cities grew, local leaders created governments based on Lslamic law.
At the same time, they introduced major architecturol changes. These can be seen
m the greot stone mMosques, large monsions, ond eloborate palaces thot +hev

constructed.
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CONSTRUCTED-RESPONSE ASSIGNMENT TWO

m Sample Constructed-Response Assighment Two

Usetheinformation below to complete the assignment that follows.

During World War 11, Allied and Axis armies fought each other from North Africato the Pacific. The postwar
period witnessed the growth of anticolonia independence movementsin Asiaand Africa

Explain two ways in which these historical developments were related.
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m Assignment Response Sheet for Sample Constructed-Response Assignment Two

END OF ASSIGNMENT
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m Strong Response to Sample Constructed-Response Assignment Two

World War TT seriously weokened major colonial powers such as Great Britain,
France, ond Japon.  After the war, the main concern of these nations was +o
rebuild their own societies. As a result, they no longer hod the finoncial or militory
resources needed to maintain control of colonies i which nationalist movements
were seeking 1o create independent governments,

The leaders of these nationalist movements were strongly influenced by the
democratic ideals thot Allied powers hod claimed they were trying to uphold during
the war. Perhops the most importont of these ideals was the Atlantic Chorter's
principle of self-determination, which provided the peoples of Asia and Africa with
a persuasive argument for their own independence. As they set about ottempting
to achieve that goal, nations that hod fougnt for freedom from fascist Hyronny

found that they could o longer impose their rule on others.
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CRITERIA FOR SCORING YOUR RESPONSE

Each response will be evaluated based on the following criteria.

PURPOSE

The extent to which the response fulfills the purpose of the assignment in
relation to relevant GACE framework objectives

APPLICATION OF CONTENT The extent to which the response accurately and effectively applies content
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS knowledge and skills in relation to relevant GACE framework objectives

The extent to which the response includes appropriate, specific supporting

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE evidence of content knowledge and skills in relation to relevant GACE

framework objectives

Each response is rated on a three-point scale. The three score points of the score scale correspond to
varying degrees of performance that are related to the above criteria.

Score

Description

The "3" response reflects thorough understanding of relevant content knowledge and skills as defined in relevant
GACE framework objectives.

* The response fully achieves the purpose of the assignment.
* The response demonstrates an accurate and effective application of relevant content knowledge and skills.
* The response provides appropriate, specific supporting evidence of relevant content knowledge and skills.

The "2" response reflects general understanding of relevant content knowledge and skills as defined in relevant
GACE framework objectives.

* The response largely achieves the purpose of the assignment.

* The response demonstrates a generally accurate, generally effective application of relevant content knowledge

and skills.

The response provides some appropriate and general supporting evidence of relevant content knowledge and
skills.

The "I" response reflects limited or no understanding of relevant content knowledge and skills as defined in
relevant GACE framework objectives.

* The response partially achieves or fails to achieve the purpose of the assignment.

* The response demonstrates limited, inaccurate, and/or ineffective application of relevant content knowledge
and skills.

The response provides limited or no appropriate, specific supporting evidence of relevant content knowledge
and skills.

Please note: A response that is unrelated to the assigned topic, illegible, not primarily in the target language,
or lacking a sufficient amount of original work to score will be considered unscorable. If there is no
response to the assignment, then the response will be considered blank.
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